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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE PROPOSED

STASNIK FISHTNG ACCESS
PART I. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

1. Type of Proposed State Action 
-Acceptance of a fishing access and conservation easement on approximately 53 acres

bordering the Clark Fork River.
2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action _

DFWP has the authority to accept the proposed donation under 87-1-2O9 and 87-1-
605..

3. Name of Project _

Stasnik Fishing Access and Conservation Easement

4. Name, Address and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the agencyl
MTFWP, Wayne Hadley, 431 Boulder Road, Deer Lodge, MT 59722 406-846-3270

5. lf Applicable:
Estimated Construction/Commencement Date NA_
Estimated Completion Date NA_
Current Status of Project Design (% complete) NA_

6. Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range and township)
Deer Lodge County, 6N, 9W, S32 (See attached map and photos).

7. Proiect Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected that are
currently:

(a) Developed: (d) Floodplain Approx 53 acres
residential -0- acres
industrial _0- acres (e) Productive:

irrigated cropland O acres
(b) Open Space/Woodlands/ dry cropianci . . . _4._ acies

' Recreation -Q- acres forestry . . _0_ acres
rangeland O acreso Wetlands/Riparian other . . . _O_ acres

Areas Approx. 13_ acres

8. Map/site plan:
attach an original 8 yr" x 11" or larger section of the most recent USGS 7.5' series
topographic map showing the location and boundaries of the area that would be
affected by the proposed action. A different map scale may be substituted if more
appropriate or if required by agency rule. lf available, a site plan should also be
attached.
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9. Narrative Sumrnary of the Proposed Acrion or Prc{ect including the Benefits and Purpose
of tfie Proposed Action.

The proposal includes the donation of an easement for the purposes of conservation and
angler access to a 1 ,27 mile long section of the Clark Fork River and adjacent riparian
areas totaling approximately 53 acres. The project is located immediately upstream of
the Galen bridge over the Clark Fork about 2 miles east of the community of Galen. The
area to be included in the easement was cooperatively fenced to exclude livestock
grazing several years ago by the landowner and FWP. The acceptance of the easement
would ensure protection of the area from livestock grazing, subdivision, or development
inconsistent with fish and wildlife protection and would allow for continued access by
recreational anglers.

lnitial costs of the project would include the survey of the area and possibly an
appraisal. The area has been operated unofficially as a fishing acce.es area under an
informal agreement between FWP and the owner. This has been accomplished by some
modificationS to the fences to allow easier foot access, the utilization of an off road
parking area within the county rightofway for parking and the installation of a sign.
Maintenance costs have been inconsequential. lncreased public use in the future would
likely require additional costs to be borne by FWP in the form of a toilet, an expanded
parking facility, and greater costs for site maintenance. Future development would be
subject to additional MEPA analysis.

The area is within the Clark Fork Superfund site and is contaminated by mine tailings
deposited by stream action. Clean up activities will likely begin in a few years and will
have considerable impact on the riparian zone. lt will be necessary to closely monitor
plans for cleanup to assure that they are not only thorough but carried out in a manner
that will result in the best outcome for fish and anglers.

Listing of any other Local, State or Federal agency that has overlapping or additional
jurisdiction.
The area is within the boundaries of the Clark Fork Superfund site. Thus the
Environmental Protection Agency and the Montana Department of Environmental Ouality
would both have responsibilities relevant to this location.

Permits:

Aoencv Name Permit Date Filedノ #

10.

(a)

NA

(b) Funding: Fishing Access Account

Agency Name Funding Amount
NA

Other Overlapping or Additional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:
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Agency Name Type of Responsibility

\-/

1 1. List of Agencies Gonsulted During Preparation of the EA:
Natural Resources Damage Program

V
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PART II. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

1. LAND RESOURCES

Will the proposod action rosult in:

Narrative Daacription and Evrluetion of thc Cumulativc end Sccondary Effcctr on Lend Rcaourcc! (Attrch ldditionrl pago of nrrrltivc if nccdcd):

> a. Soil instability or changcr in geologic rubetructurcT

b. Dirruption, dirplacemcnt, crogion, compaction.
moiature logs, or over-covering of aoil which would rcduca

> c. Destruction, covcring or modification of rny uniquc

d. Changes in riltation, dcporition or crorion pstt.rn. thrt
may modify tha chlnncl of r rivcr or rtrcrm o, tha b.d ot

a. Exposuic of pcoplc or propcrty to.srthqurkcr,

2. AIR

Will the proposed action rssult in:

b. Creation of objactionablc odorg?

c. Alteration of air movement, moistura, or t.mporrturc
pattorn3 0r any chan9o in dirnate,oitho『 :oca‖γ or

d. Adverrc cffcctr on v.g.t.tion, including cropr, duc to
incrcarcd cmiuionr of pollutantr?

c.aflC-efllD:J-pI9jl9tt, will thc proioct rc.ult in .ny
diacharge which will conflict with fodcr.l or .t!tc .ii

>

a
i)a

e. Emiraion of eir pollutrntr or deterioration of embicnt
?{a:30300 13{c))

Narretive Dcacription end Evelurtion of thc Cumulativc end Sccondery Effcctr on Air Rerourccr (Attach .dditionrl pagcr of narrativc if nccdcd):

nara. 
" 

nsretivc cxdanation undor P.rt lll dcrcriting tho rcopc and lcvel of impact. lf thc impect ir unknown, cxpbin why thc unknown impect hrt
not 07 cln not b6 oveluslod.

Includc r nerrttivc dcrcription rddrcring th. it.rn. idcntificd in 12.8.6O4-1r (ARM)
Dctctminc whcthcr thc dcccribcd imprct mry rcrult cnd rorpond on tho chccklirt. Dcrcribc rny minor or potcntially rignificant imprcte.
lncludc r dircuoion .bout th. irruc in thc EA n.rr.tivc rnd includc dooum.ntrtion if it will bc urcful.
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3. WATER

Willthe proposed action result in:

> r. Dirchrrgc into rurfror wrti or rny tltcrrtion of rwfrcc
wetcr quelity indrding but not limitcd to tdnp...tur..

b. Changec in drainegc prttrn. or thc rutc rnd .mount of
rurfacc runofl?

c. Altcration of thc couruc or magnitudc of flood w.t.. or
othcr flowe?

d. Changcr in thc amount of rurlecc wrtr in .ny wrtc?

c. Exporurc of pcoplc or propcrty to w.t.t reletcd hazerdr

f. Chengcr in thc quelity of groundwatcr?

g. Changcr in thc qurntity of grnundwatcr?

h. lncrcecc in rirk ol contaminetion of rurlecc or

l. Effcctr on eny cxirting wltcr rieht ot r...rv.tion?

j. Effecte on othcr wltrr u.crt le a rerult of rny eltcrttion in

k. Effcctr on other u!or. !a r rcrult of eny eltcration in

l. oaEg]EBlQ:,I, will thr projcct affcct a deaignetcd

m. 0flr38l!:1, will tha projcct recult in eny dirchergc thet
will rffcct fcdcral or rtrtc wltcr quality rcgulationo? (Alco
rcc 3a)

Conrmcrt
lndcx

|

Narrrtivc Dcrcription rnd Eveluation of thc Cumuletivc rnd Sccondary Effcctr m Watcr Rcrourccr (Attech additional pagcr of n.trrtiv. if nccdcd):

lndudc r nlretivc.xCrrtion unda Prrt lll dcrcribing thc rcopc rnd lcvd of imprct, lf tho imprct ir trnknown, o:plrin why thc unknown impact
not o? c.n not bc cveluctcd,
lncludc c nlnetivc d..c?iptiori addrcring thc it..yr. idcntificd in 12.8.6O4-tr (ARM)
Dctcrminc whcthcr th. dc.cribrd imprct mry r.rult lnd ropond on thc ch.ckli.t. Dcrcribc rny minor or potrnti.lly rignificent impact!.
lncludc e dircuerion lbout th. i..uc in tho EA nerrrtivc rnd inclr.rdc documcnt.tion if it witl bc urcful.
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4. VEGETATION

Will the proposed action rosult in:

a. Changea in thc divc.rity, productivity or cbundencc of
plant specier (including trccr, rhrubr, grear, cropt, and

b. Altcretion of a plant community?

c. Advcrrc cffectr on eny uniquc, rara, thrcrtoncd, ot

d. Rcduction in ecrcagc or productivity of any agriculturul

c. Eltlbliahmrnt or rprced of noxiou. wocdr?

. l0For P-R/D-J, will thc projcct rffcct wctl.nd., or primc

Nerretivc Dcrcription and Eveluation of th. Cumuhtivc rnd Sccondery Eff.ct! on Land Rcrourccr (Attrch .dditionll pagce of nrrrrtivr if ncedcd):

4.a Minor changes in this catogory will likely result from weed control but this activity will not take place until Superfund
remsdiation is completed.

4.b Sse above.

t
r)

oo

lndrdc r nenativc .xCr[tion undcr Pen lll dcrcribing thc .cop. end lcvC ol imprct. lf thc imp.ct ir unknown, cxplein why thc unknown imprct her
not or can not br ovdurtcd.
lndude r nrnrtivo dorcription rddroring th. itrn. id.ntifi.d in l2.8,6Ott-1r (ARM)
Dotrminr whrthr thc doctibrd imptct mry r..ult .nd rorpond oa thr drccklirt. D..crib. eny minor or potmtidly rignificrnt imp.6-1..
lndtdc r dircurion rbor.rt thr irtuc in thc EA nrrretivo rnd indrdc documotrtion if it will bc urofiJ.
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> 5. FISH/WILDLIFE

Willthe proposed action result in:

r. Dcterioration of criticel firh or wildlifc hrbit.t?

b. Chrngca in th. div.r.ity or ebundancc of gamc enimalr or

c. Chrngcr in thc divmity or ebundcncc of nongemo rpccicr?

d. lnt?oductio.r of ncw rpocior into.n .r..?

c. Crcrtion of r brrricr to th. migntion or movrncnt of

f. Advcno cffoctr on any unique, i.r., thri.trn6d, o?

g. lncreere in conditiona thlt rtrc!8 wildlifc populetione or
limit abundance (including hrr!.!m.nt, legal or illcArl hervaet

h. OaEC!_E8&:rl, will thc projcct bc pcrformcd in tny rrcr in
which T&E rpccicr .i. p...rtt, rnd will thc poj.ct tffcct any

l. lEOfSElQ:I, will thc projoct introducc or .xporr .ny
rpocicr not pr..srtly or hirtoricelly occuning in thc rccciving

Nerretivc Dcccription .nd Evtluatio.'r of thc Cumulrtivc rnd Scomdary Effcctr on Lend Rcrourcc. (Anlci edditionel pegcr of narrltivc if nccdcd):
5.9 Increased recreational use by-the public may have small effscts in this category over a psriod of years.

6. NOISE/ELECTRICAL EFFECTS

Will the proposod action result in:

o
IMPACT

Crn lmpect
Beo

Mitigetcd

Commcnt
lndcx

Unknownq Nonc
c

Minor Potcntially
a:--:a:----

r. lncrcllcr in cxirting noirc lcvCr? X

b. &oorura of pc<1plt !a r.r.^rc er rieiaa;:*c nciro lcvcir? X

c. Crcrtion of cl.ctro.tatic or Ccctromrgn.tic .ffcct! th.t
qould bc drtiimcntd to human hcelth or Droodty?

X

d. lntcrfcrcncc with rrdio o? tC.vi.ion r.c.ption .nd
opdrtionT

X

c. Othcr:

Narretivc Dcecription and Evcluetion of thc Cumulrtivc and Sccondery Effoctr on Lrnd Rccourcc. (Attlch edditional pegca of n.rrltivo if nccded):

lndudc I nerrativc.xdrt tion undcr Prrt lll dcrcriting th. .copc lnd lcvC of imprct. lf thc imprct ir unknown, cxplein why thc unknown implct
not or c.n not bc av.lutt.d.
lncludc r nrrretivc dcrcription .ddr...iirg th. itcfir. idotifi.d in 12.9.6O4-lr IARM)
Dot*mino whothor tho d.rcribrd imprct mry t..ult md r..pond on tho ct,ocklirt. o6crib. .ny mino. or potc.rti.lly rignificrnt imprctr.lndtdo r diroulion .boqt thc imuc in tho EA nrrrrtivo md includo dooumcrtrtion if it will bc uroful.
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7. LAND USE

Will the proposed action result in:

{1
IMPACT

Can impact

M面二
“
。 Commcrt

lndcx0
Unknown Nonc MinoF Potentielly

Sionificent

a. Altcr.tion of or intrforcnca tvith thc poductivity ot
Drofit.balitv of th..xi.tino l.nd u.c of rn ercc?

X

b, Conflictcd with r dorignrtcd nrturrl rrct or rcl of
unuluel rcicntific or rducrtionel imDoit.nc.?

X

c. Conflict with rny cxieting lrnd urc whorc prcrcncc
would conrtnin or potmtirlly prohitit thc proporcd
lction?

X

d, Advcrrc cflcctr on or rclocrtion of rcr:idcnccr? X

c. Othar:

Nerretivc Dcacription and Evelurtion of thc Cumulativc and Sccondery Effcctr on Lend Rcrourccr (Attrch rdditional pcace of nrTr.tivr if nocdcd):

Will the proposed action result

Nerretivc Dcacription rnd Evrluation o, thc Cumul.tivc end Sccondery Effcctr on Land Rcrourccs (Attlch rdditioncl pegcc ol nerltiv. if nccdcdl:

a. Rirk of an cxplorion or rclcarc of hazardour rubrtenccl
(including, but not limit.d to ril. pcrticidcr. chcmicalr, or
rrdiatim) in th. .v.nt of en rccidcnt or othcr formr of

b. Aff.ct an cxirting cmcrgcncy rc.pon.c or ancrg.ncy
or crurtc r nccd for e ncw plen?

c. Crcetion of rny humrn hcrlth hrzrrd or pot.nti.l

d. OFor P-R/D-J, will any ch.rnic.l toxiclntt be urcdT

⌒

◆

◆◆

lndudc a nenativc cxflmetion undcr Pert lll dcrcribing th. rcopc rnd lcvcl of impect. lf thc impect ir unknown, cxplein why thc unknown impact har
not or cln not bc cveluatcd.

lncludc r nrrl.tiv. dercription rddrcming the itcmr identifird in 12.8.6O4-1r (ARM)
Dctcrminc whcthcr tha dcrcribcd imptct mry rcrult rnd rcrpond on th. chcckli.t, Dcrcribc tny minor or potcnti.lly rignificent impactc.
lncludc r dircurrion .bout thc ireuc in thc EA nrrrrtivc rnd includc documcntrtion if it will bc urcful.
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9. COMMUNITY IMPACT

Will the proposed action rasult in:

e. Altcretion of th. locrtion, tlirtribution. dcnrity, or
?at. of th. humen pooulrtion of rn

b. Alt.rltion of thc rociel rtructura of r community?

c. Altcration of tho lcvC or di.tribution of cmploymcnt or
community or Derronal incoma?

d. Chrngcr in indu.t?i.l or cornmcrcial rctivity?

c. lnorcarod traffic hazerdr or cffcctt on cxiating
tilnlportrtion faciliticr o. prttcrn. of movcmcnt of pcoplc

Ncrrativc Deacription end Evcluction of thc Cumuletiva rnd Sccondcry Effcctr on Lrnd Rcrourcca (Attcclr rdditiorrrl prgel of rxrrrrtivr if lroededl:

1 O. PUBLIC SERVICES/TAXES/UTILITIES

Will the proposed action:

0
IMPACT Crn lmprct

Bco
Mitigrt.d'

Conrmgrt
lndcxo

Unknown Nonc
o

Minor Potcntirlly
Sionificant

a. Havc en cflcct upon or rcrult in a nccd for ncw or
eltercd govcrnmentrl acrviccr in rny of thc following
ercer: firc or policc protcction, rc*rooh, plrkr/rccrcrtionel
feciliticr, roedr or othcr public mrintanrncc, watcr rupply,
..w.r or ..ptic ry.t.or., rolid wmto dirporel, hcelth, or
oth, gov.rnmcntd rrviccrT lf rny, rpccify:

X

b. Havo .n .frcot upon th. locrl or .t.t. t.x b!.c .nd
rcvcnucl?

X

c. Rcrult in r nccd for now frcilitior or rubrtentid
.ltr.tion. of rny of thc following utiliti..: Ccctric powr,
n.tur.l 9.., oth.r fud rupply or dirtribution .y.t.rn., ot
communicationrT

X

d. Rorult in incrcrod urcd of .ny anc?gy rouroc? X

' c. Define projectco rctrnuc aou?cce X

> f. Dcfinc projcctcd m.intcn.nc. co.ta. X

g. Othcr:

Narretivc Dcacription end Evduetion of thc Cumuletiv. rnd Sccondrry Effoctr on Lend Rcrourccr (Anech dditionel ptgcr of nlrr.tiyr if nccdcdl:
10.a FWP responsibilities for the easement will require small additional oxpenditures for maintsnanci and as user density
warrants, result in the need for more parking, toilet facillties and maintenanco costs.

10.f Costs in the immediate future should be under 9200 per year. As use increases at some date in the future, construction of
parking facility, toilet installation and greater maintenance will be required.

lndudc a narrctivc cxflenation undcr Part lll dcrcribing th. lcopo end levcl of impact. lf thc impact it unknown, cxpbin why thc unknown impact
not or cen not bc cveluated.
lncludc e nlrrutivc dcrcription rddr;ring th. it.m. idcntificd in ,l2.8.6o4-le (ARMI
Dctcrminc whcthcr thc dcrcribcd impact mry rcrult end rorpond on thc chocklirt. Dcrcribc rny minor or pot.ntillly rignificent imprctr.
lncludc r dircumioo rbout thc irruc in thc EA nrrretivc rnd includc documcntrtion if it will bc urcful.
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} 1 1. AESTHETICS/RECREATION

Willthe proposed action result in:

e. Altcntion of any rccnic virtr or crcetion of rn
rcrthcticrlly of{cnrivc ritc or cflcct thet ir opcn to public
vicw?

b. Altcntion of thc ...th.tic chrtctor of e cornmunity or

>c. Altcirtioa of thc quCity or gulntity of
rccr..tional/tourirm opportuniti.a and .cningr ? (Attrch

d. aEelSlllEJ, will rny dcrignrtcd or proporcd wild or
rcmic rivm, tnih or wilScmcrr rroer bc imprctod?

Nrrrrtivc Dcrcription and Eveluetion ol thc Cumulativc rnd Sccondery Effccr on Lend Rcrourccr (Anech .dditionll pegcr of n.rt.tiv. if nccdcdl: 
.

1 1.c Acceptance of the easement will result in a small expansion of recreational opportunity for both local residents and tourists.

1 2. CULTURAL/HISTORICAL RESOURCES

Willthe proposod action result in:

>r. Dcetruction or dt;rtiolr of rny ritc, atructu,o o.
objoct of prCirtoric hirtoric, or prloontologicrl

b. Phyricrl chrngo thrt would rffcct uniquo cultwd

c. Effoctr m rxirting rrligiotr or rcrld urrr of e rito or

d. aaElf1llDrl, will thc projcct rffcct hirtoric a culturd
rccourcas? Ax:ch SHFO httor ol draranor. {Alro rcc

o
oa

Nrrrativc Dcrcriptim end Eveluetion of thc Cumulrtivc rnd Sccondery Effcc$ on Lrnd Rcrourccr (Anech lddition.l pagcr of n.t?rtiv. if nccdcd):

lndrdc a nrrrtivc oflrution undcr Pert lll dcrcriting thc .cop. rnd lcvcl of impact. l, th. imP.ct ir unknown, rxflein why thc unknown impect hr.
not or cln not bc cvrluetcd.
lnclrd.. n.r?.tiv. dcrcription rddrcming th. it.rn. idontifird in 12.8.60&lr (ARM)
Dctorminr whothct tho dororibcd imprct mry rorult rnd rcrpond o.r th. ah.ckli.t. Dcrcdbc rny minor or pottrti.lly rignifiornt imprctr.
lndudc r dircurioa rbout thc iruc in thr EA nrrrrtivo rnd indudo doorrmmtrtion if it will bc urcful.
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13.SUMMARY EVALUAT10N OF
S:GN:FICANCE

Wi‖ the proposod action′ ronsido『 ed as a
wh^:●・

o
IMPACT

Crn lmprct
Bco

Mitigrtcd

Co.nmant
lndcx

Unknown None Minor
Potcntirlly
Sig'ificrnt

e. Havc impectr thet .r. individuelly limitcd, but
cumulativcly conridcrablc? (A projcct or progrlm mly
rcrult in impacta on two or mtrr aaparata rcrourccr which
crr.t. ! rignificrnt cffcct whcn cmridrcd togcthcr o? in
tol.l. I

X

b. lnvolvc pot.ntill riekr or rdvcnc cffcctr which arc
uncrtein but axtrcmcly hazrdour if thcy wcrc to occur?

X

c. Potcntially conflict with thc rubrtantivc rcquircmcntr of
rny locel, rt.t., or fcdcrel lew, rcguletion, rtrndrrd or
formel plan?

X

d. Erteblirh e prcccdcnt or likCihood thlt futur. iction.
with tisnificent anvironmcntel imp.c{. will bc proporcd?

X

c. Gcrcrrtc rubrtantiel dcbetc or controvcrty rbout thc
naturc of thc imp.ct! that would bc crcatcdT

X

f. aEg.}El[il, ir thc proicct .xp.ct.d to hrvc orgrnizcd
opporition oi g.ndrtc rubrtential public controvmy?
(Aho rcc l3c)

X

g. aaEOfSElPrl, lirt my fodcd or .t.t. p.rmitt
rouircd.

X

Nrretivc Darcription rnd Evrluation ol thc Cumuhtivc rnd Sccondrry Effcctr m Land Rcrourccr (Anech edditional pegcr of narrltivc if nccdcd):

O krdudc r nrrrtivc cxflmrtion undr Prrt lll dcrcriting thc rcopo rnd lcvC of imprct. lf thc imprct ir unknown, oxphin why thc unknown imprcr
not oa can not bc ayalu.t.d.

> lndtdc r nrrrrtivr dorcription addrcrring tho it.rn. idmtificd in t2,8.0o&lt (ARM)
t DctCrminc whcthcr thc dctcibcd imprct mey rcrult end rcrpond m thc chccklitt. Oclcribc lny mino. or potmtirlly rignificent impear.oa lnc{udc e dircumion ebout thc irruc in thc EA nrnrtivc rnd indudc doqrtrmt.tion if it will bc urcful.

t2



Description and anelyis of rcasonaHc altcrnativcs (including thc no action alternative) to the proposed rction whencvcr
alternatives aro ressonably available and prudent to consider and a discussion of how the alternatives would be
implemented:
No action ahernative. This option would dace in ieopardy ttrc opportunity for the recreational angling use of the property.
Future owners might wistr to close the land to pubtic accsss. No foot accsss would be possible due to ths dopth of th€
water. Floaters would be able to accass the site but would be unable to ontsr or lsave the stroam except at public raght
of ways.

Accept donated oasemont. Acceptance of the donatad oasement would simply ostablash a legal right to continuo tha
managemont and access policy that has been in place for sevsral yoars. lt would onslrc that public acccss would not
be lost and that livestock grazing, strMivision or developmont within the riparian corridor would be prevented. The
sasoment would allow for moderata facility construction (toilct, parking) rs tho nccd arises.

3. Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control measures enforceable by the agency or another
govornment agoncy:
None relevant to othar agencies since no change in current use is proposed. Conditions of the aasoment would require
complianca of future fee title holders.

Basad on the significarrce criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required? YES / NO !f an EIS is not required, explain uhy
ths EA is the appropriate leve! of analysis for this proposed action:
An environrnental analysis is adequate, rather than an environmsntal impact statement, since the proposed action is not
pracedent sotting, it will cause no long-term adverse effect, and does not constitute a significant chango from current
practices.

Describe the level of grblic involvement for this project if any and, given the complexity and the seriousness of the
environmental issles associatad with the proposed action, is the level of public involvement appropriate under the
circumstances Sse appended list of distribution of EA for comment. Yes, the prolect simply extends curront
managernent precticss into th: future.

Duration of comment period if any:
Twenty-onc days from issrancc.

Name, title, address and phone number of the Person(s) Besponsible for Preparing the EA:

Wayne Hadley, Fisheries Biologist, MTFWP, 431 Boulder Road, Deer Lodge,MT 59722 406-846'3270

5.

6.

7.
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